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The vast network of interdependence is not only
spatial but also temporal. It connects people in
the present with those who have gone before and
those who will come after. In such an understand-
ing of 58@%55@08&5@% one’s appreciation for
life is limitless.
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In the Madhyamaka tradition that I know best,
this idea of the Middle Path is expressed in a dis-
tinction between two truths. From the standpoint
of ultimate truth, everything is empty of identity.
From the standpoint of conventional or relative
truth, things exist and have to be taken seriously.
To be wise is to see the world from both these
viewpoints at the same time, as if you were holding
a jewel in your hand and could see radiance of the
jewel and the palm of your hand simultaneously.
This wisdom gives freedom, and it also gives a
sense of moral seriousness and responsibility. If we
bring this understanding of wisdom to the debate
about abortion and the stem cell controversy it can
help us do two things. It can free us from a kind of
obsessive clinging to the “life” of an embryo. From
the ultimate point of view, “life” is just a name
we apply to a series of impermanent biological
processes. But from the conventional point of view,
this “life” has profound moral significance, both
in its origin and in its potential as a human being.
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g_mgoﬁ would hold both of these points of view
together.
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One branch of the tradition proposed three
criteria: an action was conventionally real if it has

effective action (arthakriya), arises dependently

(pratityasamutpanna), and satisfies when it was
. @)
not analyzed (avicaramanohara).
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When the calculation is done and the arguments
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are over, we sit with each other and attend to each
other’s suffering. The cultivation of wisdom is part
of that process, but % the end compassion is a
contact of heart to heart.
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Golden Chain

[ am a link in the Buddha’s golden chain of love
that stretches around the world. I must keep my
link bright and strong.

I will be kind and gentle to every living being
and protect all who are weaker than myself.

[ will try to think pure and beautiful thoughts, to
say pure and beautiful words, and beautiful deeds,
knowing on what I do now depends not only my
happiness, but also that of others.

May every link in the Buddha’s golden chain of
love become _oamwﬂ and strong, and may we all
attain perfect Ummoum.
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